If we study the history of any special subject in medicine or in surgery, we shall find that the theoretical views regarding it which have been held in one age are commonly set aside for others in the next, these modified and altered in a third, and again changed in a fourth. And so the process goes on, each theory obtaining the ascendancy until another finds favour and displaces its predecessor. In this way it not unfrequently happens that an old and discarded opinion, which has long ceased to be fashionable, is Of the 57 cases which exceeded 5 minutes, the time varied from 6 minutes to 40, but even including these, the average time from the birth of the child till the expulsion of the placenta, was only 4*89 minutes. In giving these tabular notes of time, I would merely remind you that they are the results of a certain mode of practice, and not the first object to be sought in any plan of managing the placenta. The only case where haemorrhage occurred was in one where the placenta had been rapidly expelled, and where a portion of the membranes had remained behind.
I need hardly mention that in speaking of the placenta I include the membranes; nor is it necessary to do more than allude to the extreme importance of making sure that every portion of the whole is thrown off.
